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Officers and Contact Information: 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Graham Elliott 

Vice Chairman: Mr Gordon Allan 

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Richard Gibby 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett  

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETING EVERY SATURDAY (unless notified as cancelled) 

First scheduled meeting Saturday 1st April.   See page 4 for meeting dates and details. 

EVENTS 2017 

  

Lecture by Prof. Jamie Ellis   *Free entry  - 4th April  Information page 7 

West Sussex Bee Market & Auction *  - 22nd April  Information page 8 

            *Volunteers needed! 

BBKA Spring Convention 7th - 9th April - See West Sussex Newsletter for details. 

 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01403 752493 grahammt@sky.com 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 secretary@wgbka.org.uk 

01403 588092 richard.gibby@outlook.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

We advise all beekeepers not to purchase bees and queens that may have been imported. 

This is to reduce the risk of importing pests and diseases. Very often they are unsuitable for 

our climate and it is possible that aggression may show in subsequent generations. 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

Please monitor your email for apiary meeting updates. 

If possible please arrive at meetings early this helps the meeting leader to arrange 

the right number of groups and allocate colonies.  Please sign the attendance book. 

 

 
WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

 

APRIL 2017 

See the West Sussex BKA Newsletter for events organised by other local divisions. 

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

Website: www.wgbka.org.uk 

mailto:richard.gibby@outlook.com
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The Dounhurst Apiary 2017 
 

The purpose of a teaching apiary is to teach the craft to beekeepers of all 

levels of ability and interest, sometimes with specialist topics, such as 

queen rearing/bee improvement, which may attract a smaller audience.  

What is taught and how can lead to arguments and conflict, something I 

have witnessed elsewhere on several occasions.  I am aware that our news-

letter is read by a number of people from elsewhere, so I had better be 

careful I don't identify anybody!  I have visited other BKAs where people 

have stomped out, usually because they have had disagreements with 

someone else.  I have heard many stories of stand-up arguments, sometimes between demonstra-

tors in front of beekeepers.   

 

Our apiary and method of teaching has been in place for some time and is reasonably structured, 

so these things shouldn't happen.  I try to cover topics that are sound and of use to attendees, even 

though I may not do them myself.  I know there is a lot of "advice" and "information" on the Inter-

net that members may wish to try, but often the methods advised may have come from other coun-

tries and may not suit our conditions, or may be based on "false logic".  Quite often someone fairly 

inexperienced reads something; it appears to make sense, so they pass it on to others.  As an exam-

ple, I was recently asked to take a last minute Q&A session with a group of beginners at a conven-

tion I spoke at, because the attendance was higher than expected and some of the other sessions 

had a limit on attendees.  One attendee in my group said she hadn't got her bees yet and was con-

fused about what size brood box to buy.  Her mentor had told her that if she used 14x12 frames in 

her brood box it would prevent swarming, someone else told her it wouldn't!  I expanded the topic 

into a very useful discussion and I found out the policy in that person's BKA (and a couple of oth-

ers) is for last years beginners to teach and mentor this year’s beginners.  I wasn't critical, but in 

my opinion this is not the best way to teach the craft. 

 

At the apiary during the summer I try to cover much of what ordinary beekeepers need, but if there 

is anything you wish to see or hear about, please speak to me and I will try to address it.  Please 

remember there are so many methods and so much equipment that not all demonstrators, including 

me, may have relevant experience.  Quite often experience will tell you if something is sound or 

not, but of course experience comes by getting stuck into a hive of bees, which takes time. 

 

In the apiary all paving slabs have been levelled up and most colonies have new stands that were 

made from recycled wood and treated with preservative by Jim Heath.  This has raised the colo-

nies, so hopefully making them easier to inspect.  Some, especially those that aren't permanent, 

will be left on the old stands.  I thank Meriel Bottle, Tom Weston, Neil Beer, Martin Hill, Jim 

Heath and Jerry Windwood for the time spent on these tasks.  Martin Hill has made a couple of 

stands to rest supers on when removed during inspections.  This should help make things easier.  

Lower branches of trees have been removed; the improved light should make seeing inside cells 

easier, especially in dull conditions. 

 

I will be continuing the "Patterson Unit" as in the past.  This is a simple system that treats the colo-

nies as a whole, not as individuals.  It works well with four honey producing colonies and one 

"support" colony to help the others out if there is a problem, e.g. poor queen, frames of brood or 

food are needed. 

 

Nell and friend 

Patterson In Print - Part One 
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Plastic foundation is becoming popular, so I will be running a number of colonies on that 

(Ritecell) in the brood boxes.  I will use black foundation to make it easier to see eggs and young 

larvae.  There are issues with plastic foundation, but I know several members now use it or are 

thinking of doing so and it will be good for teaching. 

 

Another recent "fad" is to use foundationless frames, where there is usually a very narrow starter 

strip placed in the top bar, so the bees build comb themselves.  The thinking is that bees can build 

as much drone comb as they wish and there is little or no foundation used, which may contain 

chemicals.  Although for a different reason, this idea has been used for well over 100 years. In the 

past it was used to reduce the cost of foundation for beekeepers who were on low wages, such as 

agricultural workers. 

 

I have already set aside four colonies that will not have treatment with chemicals or organic acids 

for varroa control.  We will use a number of management techniques, such as drone brood trapping 

and artificial swarming.  Please read the page on Dave Cushman's website http://www.dave-

cushman.net/bee/artswarmvarcon.html.  There are many beekeepers around the country who are 

no-longer treating for varroa.  I have several colonies of my own that I haven't treated for 4 years.  

Only one is showing bad signs of varroa and viruses.  I have already marked them down for re-

queening, if they don't collapse first.  These are some distance from other colonies and although 

there are a few people who will pitch into me for doing so, the only way you can build up resis-

tance is to expose bees to the problem.  To keep zapping with chemicals won't achieve any more 

than a quick fix and the resulting problems "harder" methods cause.  Many beekeepers are claim-

ing their bees are surviving without treatment and are doing well, but I suggest we wait a reason-

able amount of time before we can claim success. 

 

Richard Dyer monitors our colonies for varroa about 5 times a year using the drop test.  We have 

noticed over the last couple of years or so there are strange things happening with varroa numbers, 

to the point where we feel we should try to understand what is going on.  I have spoken to Richard 

about using another way of counting mites in a colony, so we can compare both methods.  A well 

known method is the "jar method", which involves taking a sample of bees and either using finely 

powdered sugar or alcohol to dislodge the mites.  The former is known as the "powdered sugar", 

"sugar shake" or "sugar roll" method, the latter as "alcohol wash".  I intend using the latter.  De-

tails can be found on Randy Oliver's website http://scientificbeekeeping.com/fighting-varroa-

reconnaissance-mite-sampling/. 

 

As a trial for 2016 we met at the apiary every Saturday, with no mid week meetings.  For 2017 we 

are reverting to Wednesday evening meetings, starting at 6pm, in the hope this will suit members 

who are unable to attend at weekends.  The purpose of the teaching apiary is to teach, which can't 

be done if members can't attend.  I hope this works as well as it used to. 

 

At some apiary meetings we will have specific topics that will be presented by several members, 

so using the expertise we have available.  Some may be repeated during the season, others may be 

repeats from previous years.  For this reason some may be for all attendees, some for a small 

group.  I will set out a programme, but that may change for a number of reasons, such as the tim-

ing and conditions may be different than expected, or something more important has arisen.  In 

most cases there will be the usual demonstrations with bees, but with some topics this may not be 

so.  Please see the website and emails for changes. 

 

We can only teach so much in an afternoon session, so I ask members to do some reading so they 

have already got some information.  Please check links within the newsletter and consult:- 

 

WGBKA website:  http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Practical_Beekeeping.html 

http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/artswarmvarcon.html
http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/artswarmvarcon.html
http://scientificbeekeeping.com/fighting-varroa-reconnaissance-mite-sampling/
http://scientificbeekeeping.com/fighting-varroa-reconnaissance-mite-sampling/
http://www.wgbka.org.uk/Practical_Beekeeping.html
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BBKA leaflets: https://www.bbka.org.uk/members/members_services/

useful_leaflets_brochures_and_articles_to_download 

 

National Bee Unit (NBU):  http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/ 

 

Dave Cushman's website:  http://www.dave-cushman.net/ 

 

Our own booklet: "Basic Beekeeping". 

 

These are all sources of good sound information.  Please take the trouble to read them, as the dem-

onstrators take time to prepare and it is easier on them if attendees know the basics of what they 

are teaching. 

 

This year there will be two sessions for those who may wish to take BBKA assessments.  One will 

be a mock BBKA "Basic" assessment.  This will be taken by Tom and/or Gordon, who are Basic 

Assessors.  It will give you an idea of what you need to know, but more importantly what you may 

need to improve on.  There will also be a session on the whole BBKA assessment system.  This 

should include the structure and the syllabuses for each module and assessment.  Even if you don't 

currently think you are at the required standard, the process will probably be worth knowing. 

 

Please remember to sign-in when attending meetings. 

Dounhurst Apiary Dates 
The following apiary meeting dates have been scheduled for 2017.   

 

 

Saturday meetings: Gather from 1.30 p.m.  Notices at 1.50 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* 23rd April: Sunday meeting. 

*19th August: Extracting. 

 

Wednesday meetings:  Meetings will start at 6.00 p.m..  

 

April 

1st  

15th  

23rd * 

29th  

May 

6th  

13th  

20th  

27th  

June 

3rd  

10th  

17th  

24th  

July 

1st  

8th  

15th  

22nd  

29th  

August 

5th 

12th  

19th * 

26th  

September 

2nd  

May 

3rd 

24th   

June 

14th  

 

July 

5th  

26th  

See page 5 of this newsletter for details 

of the topics we hope to cover during 

the season (weather and condition of 

the bees permitting).  Each newsletter 

will detail the topics for that and the 

following month. 

https://www.bbka.org.uk/members/members_services/useful_leaflets_brochures_and_articles_to_download
https://www.bbka.org.uk/members/members_services/useful_leaflets_brochures_and_articles_to_download
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/
http://www.dave-cushman.net/
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Dounhurst Apiary Dates 
The following topics are planned for the 2017 season 

Saturday meetings. 
 

April 

1st  All: The coming season - Prepare for it.  

  Group: OSR - Preparation and management. 

15th   All: The Asian Hornet - Identification and trapping. 

23rd   All: Producing good brood combs. * Sunday meeting. 

29th   All: Swarms and swarming. 

  Group: Nosema Testing. 

May 

6th   All: Shook swarm. 

  Group: The BBKA Basic Assessment. 

13th  All: Queen problems - Identification and remedy.  

20th   Group: Clipping and marking. 

June 

3rd   All: Colony increase. 

10th   All: The colony post OSR. 

  Group: The BBKA Assessment system explained. 

17th  All: Observing the colony. 

July 

1st   All: Viruses - Identification and remedy. 

22nd  Group: What varroa treatment shall I use this year? * 

26th  Group: * The above topic will be repeated on Wednesday 26th July. 

August 

19th  Extracting. 

Please read the updates in each addition of this newsletter and continue to check email regularly 

for any amendments to existing dates or times, and ad-hoc meetings. 
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Teaching Apiary Safety 

 

Safety at the Teaching Apiary 

 

We take our ‘Duty of Care’ responsibilities seriously.   Members and visitors are advised that 

natural hazards are present at the apiary, as you would expect in any natural location.   It is the 

responsibility of all attendees to take all reasonable precautions to ensure the wellbeing of them-

selves and those in their charge.   Head protection should be worn when close to the bees.  Any 

accidents and injuries should be notified to the Demonstrator in charge of their group.   

 

Children should remain within eyesight.  Parents and Guardians 

are advised that it is their responsibility to supervise and monitor 

any child in their care at all times while in the apiary or within 

its vicinity. 

 
 

WGBKA Executive Committee 

 

Apiary Teas 
Tea will be served at apiary meetings only if we have enough volunteers.  We are short of vol-

unteers and so will be unable to provide tea at all meetings.  If you want to see this facility 

continue please send an email to Jeremy offering to take a turn at the apiary teas. 

Jeremy.Windwood@Tesco.Net . 

 

Biscuits are supplied and cake baking is optional, so if baking is not on your list of hobbies you 

can still take your turn on tea duty, without worrying about cake recipes!  

April Volunteer name(s) 
Sat 1st Jeremy 

Sat 15th  David Croxon 

Sun 23rd  - 

Sat 29th  Wendy Moss / Jeremy 
 

May   
Sat 6th Meriel 

Sat 13th Neil Beer / Jeremy 

Sat 20th Geoff Wadge 

Sat 27th - 
 

June  
Sat 3rd Chris Edwards 

Sat 10th - 

Sat 17th - 

Sat 24th - 

July Volunteer name(s) 
Sat 1st - 

Sat 8th - 

Sat 15th - 

Sat 22nd - 

Sat 29th - 
 

August  
Sat 5th - 

Sat 12th - 

Sat 19th - 

Sat 26th - 
 

September  
Sat 2nd - 

 

WGBKA 

Endangered species ! 

As you can see from 

this list, there are lots of 

meeting dates when 

there will not be any 

tea.  If members do not 

come forward, you can 

still stop for a chat but 

you will need to bring 

your own flask of tea, a 

cup and biscuit.! 

mailto:Jeremy.Windwood@Tesco.Net
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West Sussex Beekeepers’ Association 

Prof. Jamie Ellis Lecture 

‘The Amazing Honey Bee: Design And Function’ 

An evening lecture has been arranged with Prof. Jamie Ellis during his UK lecture tour.  His lec-

ture is entitled 'The amazing honey bee: design and function'.   

Venue: The Leconfield Hall, Market Square, Petworth, GU28 0AH . 

Time: Promt start at 7:30pm.  Please be seated no later than 7:20pm 

All welcome and entry is free to WSBKA members and just £5 to non-members. 

 

Jamie Ellis an Associate Professor of Entomology in the Department of 

Entomology and Nematology at the University of Florida, USA.  He has 

a BS degree in Biology from the University of Georgia and a PhD in 

Entomology from Rhodes University in South Africa.   

At the University of Florida, Jamie has responsibilities in extension, in-

struction and research.  As part of his extension work, Jamie created the 

AFBEE program (African Bee Extension and Education Program), the 

UF, South Florida, and Caribbean Bee Colleges, and the UF Master 

Beekeeper Program. 

As an instructor, Jamie supervises PhD and masters students in addition to offering an online bee-

keeping course.  Currently, Jamie and his team have over 30 active research projects in the fields 

of honey bee husbandry, conservation and ecology, and integrated crop pollination.  Jamie is also 

a trustee of the International Bee Research Association. 

 

Be Vigilant about Asian Hornets  
 

The discovery last month of an Asian hornet at a supermarket distribu-

tion centre in Scotland reinforces the need for vigilance for this invasive 

pest.  Now is the time when Asian hornet queens start to emerge from 

hibernation and we need to intercept them before they start to build their 

nests.  We can only keep this pest from establishing in the UK if we 

have rapid reporting of any findings and the assistance of the public and 

stakeholders is vital for this. Early interception and reporting are key. 

 

The nation’s smartphones are the latest weapon in the fight to prevent the spread of the Asian hor-

net, thanks to a new app which was launched on 28th March.  People will be able to use the free 

app - called Asian hornet watch - to quickly and easily report possible sightings of the invasive 

species and send pictures of suspect insects to experts at the National Bee Unit. 
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Bee Market & Auction 

Volunteers needed to help at the Annual Bee Market & Auction on Saturday 22nd April 

2017. 

 

Graham Elliott is organising the above event and is still looking for enthusiastic and willing volun-

teers to help on the day.  Help is required in a variety of tasks, including Lot Steward, Ring Stew-

ard, Refreshments, First Aid, Office Admin and the popular Plant Stall.  

 

No-one will be asked to undertake a role without previous experience, a detailed 

briefing, or working with an experienced buddy on the day; so members do not have 

to fear being ‘dropped in it’.  There is a regular ‘hard-core’ of volunteers who spend 

the full day ensuring the auction runs smoothly, (year after year), and they would 

really appreciate some help. 

 

It’s a great atmosphere, with an entertaining auctioneer, and you may spot a bargain, so please of-

fer Graham your support.  If you like variety, you could help with one task in the morning and a 

different one in the afternoon.  If you can’t spare the entire day why not contact a beekeeping 

friend and arrange to ‘job share’. 

 

Want to bid on a lot or two?, no problem; helping at the auction doesn’t 

preclude you from bidding, (and there’s always a friendly beekeeper 

willing to bid on your behalf if you get stuck - just make sure they know 

your maximum bid price!). 

 

All helpers get a badge and free tea or coffee while ‘on duty’. 

 

If you can spare some time please contact Graham now, so that he can add your name to the list of 

helpers.   

 

Graham Elliott: secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk  

Tel: 01403 752493 or mobile 07761 349281  

 

 

Movement Of Bees 
 

Do you intend to sell or give away some of your bees?  Or maybe you will be collecting swarms 

and then passing them on?  If so, it is important to record all movements of bees. 

 

The BeeBase website has ‘Best Practice Factsheets’, including one entitled ‘Advice 

for Obtaining Honey Bees’: http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167 .   

 

Within this factsheet there is a suggested form for completion to record the movement 

of bees.  They recommend the form should be retained for two years.   

 

Alternatively, members who are registered on BeeBase can record movements on their BeeBase 

record. 

See this month’s West Sussex 

Newsletter for details on regis-

tering lots and availability of 

the Auction Catalogue. 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com/index.cfm?pageid=167
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As already mentioned there will be a lot going on at the apiary this year, as there always is.  Very 

rarely does a meeting go by without something unusual being seen, or something that is an inter-

esting discussion topic, so try not to miss meetings.  There is often a sharp eye that picks up some-

thing others don't, although we don't always know what it is. 

 

I am entering my 54th year of beekeeping and I can tell you that I haven't seen two years the same.  

There is always something a bit different and the key to beekeeping success is to understand the 

"basics" http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/basics.html, so you can manage your colonies as best 

as you can. 

 

Reports of the strength of colonies coming out of the winter vary greatly, even in the same apiary.  

Weak colonies in the spring used to be blamed on nosema, whether it was confirmed or not.  Now 

I have a suspicion that viruses that are vectored by varroa may be more to blame, where adult bees 

have a shorter life, so are dying off earlier in the spring, resulting in the colony not building up as 

quickly as it would naturally.  Nosema can be checked, but with some viruses there are few visual 

signs. Both these topics will be covered during the summer. 

 

I know I'm often accused of battering on about some information that may be a bit dubious, but 

there really has been an increase in what I call "false logic" in the last 15 years or so.  A couple of 

examples follow: 

 

The leaving of two queen cells to provide insurance in case one is dud.  What they don't tell you is 

that if the colony is in the right condition and the weather fine, there is a very good chance the col-

ony will swarm with the first queen to emerge.  A colony will still do this if the other queen cell is 

dud, because bees can't tell the contents are dead until several days after it is due to emerge, so as-

sume it is O.K. 

 

I keep hearing more and more that you need to add supers to allow for nectar being stored.  The 

thinking seems to be that because nectar is much higher water content (up to 80%) than honey 

(less than 20%), you need as much as 4 times the amount of super space to accommodate it.  This 

sounds logical, but observation of what happens in a colony will tell you this may not be the case.  

If you look at a colony during a nectar flow you will find that later in the day the spare cells in the 

brood area are full with nectar.  This can easily be seen when you shake a brood frame and much 

of it is thrown out.  An early inspection the following morning will show it has all gone.  What has 

happened?  The bees have driven much of the moisture off the nectar during the night and have 

moved it into the supers.  You can see how quickly bees will drive water off nectar, because if you 

hive a swarm during a nectar flow you will often find sealed honey a couple of days later.  If the 

story was true, you would find a lot less space in the supers late in the afternoon, but you don't. 

 

I try to get beekeepers to challenge what they are told.  There are so many things you can check 

yourself and this is one of them.  Don't believe me, believe your eyes!  

 

This has been a lot from me, but finally it recently dawned on me that apart from one year when I 

was not on the committee (I won't bore you with the reasons!) I have served on it for over 50 

years.  There have been a lot of changes in that time, but that's for another day. 

 

Roger 

Patterson In Print - Part Two 

http://www.dave-cushman.net/bee/basics.html
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Swarm List 

Would you like to be on it? 

Every year our members receive a number of calls from the general public about "swarms"; many 

because the caller has looked at the swarm collectors list on either the BBKA or Wisborough 

Green BKA website for details.  A smaller number are because of local knowledge, which can be 

anything from beehives being spotted in a garden, a "honey for sale" sign outside a house, or the 

postman or postwoman. 

 

The two lists are assembled from information supplied by us, so we are keen that all those on the 

list are competent at dealing with the removal of a swarm and are reliable. 

 

In the past we have included anyone who has said they are willing to collect swarms, but in some 

cases we have been badly let down.  Some have gone on the list just to fill up their own hives that 

have died during the winter, and then refused to collect any more once they have got enough for 

their own purposes.  Some, quite frankly, have made a hash of it, leaving someone else to clear up 

the mess, and some terrified non-beekeepers.  This can reflect badly on WG, so we offer training 

to potential swarm collectors before inclusion. 

 

A call to say that someone has a "swarm" of bees, doesn't always mean they are a swarm, or they 

are honey bees.  A "swarm" to a non-beekeeper can mean two bumblebees in a greenhouse or 

conservatory, some solitary bees in a bank, or a wasp nest.  Sometimes the local council pest offi-

cers can't tell the difference! 

 

To be included on the list we need to be sure the beekeeper is of a reasonable standard.  Ideally it 

means having taken several swarms, because there are a number of different situations you may 

have to deal with.  Swarms aren't always 5 feet up an apple tree as the books say.  They can be on 

a bicycle, in a thorn bush, up a lamp post, on a railing, in a boiler flue, on a discarded filing cabi-

net next to the control tower at Gatwick Airport, over a greenhouse, under a garden trampoline 

(guess how that one was found!), or 40 feet up a poplar tree - and these are only some I can recall! 

 

We need members who are willing to collect swarms throughout the year, not only until they fill 

their own hives up.  This means passing swarms onto others who want them, which is often be-

ginners who may need help in hiving them. 

 

For those who collect swarms, sometimes in excess of 20 a year, we would welcome more names 

on the list.  If you would like to be included please contact me and we will set up a short training 

session.  It can be good fun and as ever you will be learning all the time. 

 

Contact Roger:  roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

Signing up to BeeBase as a Beekeeper will enable you to have access to all the latest information 

regarding disease and pest outbreaks and the latest advisory information; together with the results 

of various research projects. 

 

If you haven’t done so already, sign up now! – It’s FREE 

http://www.nationalbeeunit.com 

file:///C:/Users/Caroline/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/1FGQ0R8H/roger-patterson@btconnect.com
http://www.nationalbeeunit.com
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Working Party Update 
I would like to say a big thanks to those members who turned out on Sunday the 12th to level the 

slabs and put in the new hive stands.  This job will hopefully help all of our backs when inspect-

ing, and the bees when building comb.  We also removed all of the woodpecker protection and 

identified a couple of hives that were a bit light and will need a feed shortly.  Thanks to Sgt Tea-

bag we were treated to tea and biscuits for elevenses. 

By the time you read this we will have had out first meeting of the season at Dounhurst, so some 

of you will be aware that there will be an “attendance book” at every meeting.  This is not Big 

brother or even elf and safety, but a way to see what numbers we have in order to help decide 

how many demonstrators we need at each meeting in the future, and how many colonies we need 

to keep.  So please try and fill it in on arrival. 

Thanks 

Martin 

Membership Awards 

In the past few weeks some of our members have received recognition for their beekeeping efforts. 

 

Those who attended the recent AGM had the pleasure of seeing Eric Slade presented with a BBKA 

certificate marking his 70 years of involvement with beekeeping.  Eric gave an entertaining ac-

count of how he became a member of Wisborough Green Division and learnt the finer art of bee-

keeping from his mentor, George Wakeford.  Unfortunately the photograph taken of him receiving 

his certificate failed to print, so my apologies to Eric.  

 

I know John Wakeford (son of George) and was pleased to repeat what Eric had said, when I met 

John and his daughter the following day.  They were delighted to hear that George is still remem-

bered fondly by other beekeepers.  In the past I have only spoken with Eric on the telephone; it is 

nice that I can now put a face to the voice. 

 

The cups awarded to winners of the Wisborough Green Honey Show had been gathering dust in 

my lounge since August last year.  The cancellation of the bee supper meant the cups had not actu-

ally been presented to the members who won them.  Every time I fell over them it reminded me 

that I needed to rectify the situation!   

 

The George Wakeford Bowl and Certificate of Merit were awarded to 

Judy Knight for the category of best exhibit in show.  Roger presented 

Judy with the beautiful silver bowl (minus the dust) at the AGM.  This is 

not the first time Judy has won the George Wakeford Bowl, I’m sure she 

has a favourite spot in which to display it. 

 

Sally Reay was winner of the 2016 Novice Class.  Unfortunately she was 

unable to attend the AGM due to a prior engagement.  Luckily Sally lives 

nearby and, after a quick polish, I was able to present her with the Roger 

Patterson Novice Cup.  
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We didn’t have a camera to hand at the time, so Sally’s husband 

took the attached photograph the following day. 

 

The third cup awarded at our annual honey show is the P.N. Burch 

Cup , for the most points in the show.  In 2016 this was won by 

Mike Bunyan.  If there was a prize for the member who lives fur-

thest from the Dounhurst Apiary, then Mike would win that too, as 

he now lives in Gloucestershire.  The plan had been for Mike to 

come to the bee supper; getting the cup to him was now going to be 

a challenge.  Luckily Martin and Daisy came to my aid and safely 

delivered the cup to it’s temporary home in Minchinhampton.   

 

Below is Martin’s account of their trip to see Mike. 

 

It is a shame that the three winners will hold the cups for a shorter period than usual, due to the 

delay in presenting the trophies to them.  I hope they enjoy showing them to their family and 

friends and explaining what fun it is to enter the Wisborough Green Honey Show.  I look forward 

to them returning the cups when they bring their entries along to this year’s honey show! 

 

Once again, congratulations to Mike, Judy and Sally. 

 

Caroline 
Secretary of the Wisborough Green Honey Show. 
 

 

 

Despite moving to be nearer to their 

family Mike and June Bunyan still 

have ties to the area.  Mike has contin-

ued to be a member of the association 

and entered the honey show last year.  

This involved a three hour drive down 

to get his entries in and then collect 

and take them home in the evening.  A 

long day I think you will agree.  It was 

well worth it as Mike won the P.N. 

Burch Cup for the most points in the 

show. 

Daisy and I decided that the cup 

should be presented to Mike despite 

the end of season supper being cancelled.  So we booked a B&B at a lovely pub near to Mike and 

June’s village.  We then booked a table for dinner for the four of us, and Daisy presented the cup 

on behalf of the association. 

On Sunday morning Mike and June invited us round for coffee and we also got to walk to Mike’s 

new apiary which he has in a very sheltered spot, with a shed for his spare kit, on a local farmer’s 

land.  This is next to Gatcomb Park, the home of Princess Ann, so Mike’s bees are getting Royal 

forage. 

Martin and Daisy 
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Bees And Equipment For Sale 
 

Due to a change in family circumstance, an ex-Wisborough Green member has decided she is no 

longer able to keep bees and is giving up after approximately 20 years as a beekeeper.  She has 

for sale her entire beekeeping collection, including the bees, FOR SALE AS A SINGLE LOT. 

 

If you are interested, Suzanne asks that you contact her via e-mail at suzanne.tilley1@yahoo.co.uk . 

 

Items listed for sale: 

 

 Bees in 2 hives.  Bees have over-wintered with appropriate medications, excluding Oxalic 

Acid. 

 

 Hardware for both National and WBC hives, approx 6 hives in total, stored in a shed.  All 

dry, various ages and condition.  Includes: 

 Roofs 

 Stands 

 Floors 

 Brood boxes 

 Supers 

 Metal queen excluders 

 Crown boards 

 National Ekes  

 

 Other beekeeping equipment: 

 Bee suit for a tall person, plus gloves and a bag of miscellaneous hats and gloves 

 4 frame manual extractor 

 Electric capping tray 

 Hot box. 

 Feeders 

 Buckets 

 Large bucket with tap 

 Polystyrene Nuc 

 

 Sundry items including new kits of brood and super including wax sheets. 

 

**************************************** 

How To Book The Division’s Extractor.   

 

The Division’s extractor and associated equipment is available for loan.  If you wish to ‘book’ 

anything, please contact John Glover by E-mail at glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com . 

 

Equipment available: 

3 frame manual extractor 

50kg bottling tank with strainer 

Plastic uncapping tray 

To avoid disappointment, please book well ahead of your 

requirements.  Equipment will be loaned for a maximum 

duration of 3 days at any one time, and must be collected 

and returned to John’s home address in Loxwood, unless 

otherwise agreed. 

mailto:suzanne.tilley1@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:glover.fletchingshollow@gmail.com
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

Members who attended the AGM were entertained after the ‘official bits’ by Roger giving a talk 

entitled “Beekeeping – can we make it pay?”.  It’s a talk I had not heard before.  It covered many 

aspects, highlighting the fact that “making it pay” will have a different meaning to different bee-

keepers, depending on their individual circumstances; hobbyist or commercial business, breakeven 

or profit, income or pocket money.  It was thought provoking. 

 

I am a hobbyist beekeeper.  I am not relying on beekeeping to provide an income.  I do not expect 

it to generate a profit, but I do hope to breakeven so that my hobby is self funding.  My interest is 

in the bees and their welfare; if I need equipment to look after them then I need to be able to pur-

chase it.  At the same time there are other limitations, such as the time available to spend on bee-

keeping related activities and my woodworking abilities (I don’t always manage to bang-in nails 

straight!).  So how do I manage to balance these requirements? 

 

Just after I decided to take-up beekeeping I had the good fortune to receive some additional funds, 

which I promptly put into a separate bank account known as ’The Bee Account’.  This account 

would remain solely for beekeeping; with the opening balance covering my initial set-up costs and 

providing a small reserve for the future.  Any income from honey sales goes straight into the bee 

fund, not into my pocket; that money belongs to the bees, and they have worked hard for it 

 

Income and expenditure varies from year to year, but generally I have a self-funding hobby.  Hav-

ing a ‘bee fund’ enables me to purchase new frames rather than recycle old ones; I use MAQS be-

cause I prefer it, even though it is more expensive than the alternatives; I buy ready-made sugar 

syrup for the autumn feed rather than buying much cheaper sugar, because the bees have to work it 

less; I can purchase an assembled brood chamber or roof rather than struggle with a flat pack one; 

and I know I can always pay my annual subs and fees for bee-related events. 

 

I’ve written the above as others may find it a useful way to manage how they fund their beekeep-

ing activities.  Some consider beekeeping to be an expensive hobby, but when compared to most 

annual golf club fees it isn’t.  How many golfers can say that their hobby is self-funding, as they 

write a cheque for their annual membership, and pay their clubhouse bar bill. 

 

Today is the first day of April.  The month of March proved to be a mixed batch of weather, with 

some very cold winds.  However, the beekeeping season is now off to a flying start.  I heard of 

some members checking their colonies early in March but I waited until this past week.  I took 

four colonies into winter and suffered no winter losses.  Due to a sporadic weather system, work 

constraints and a bad back, I decided to undertake my first spring inspections over a period of 

days, opening one hive on each visit to the apiary.  This has worked well, enabling me to inspect 

each hive without over-stretching my back. 

 

The first colony to be inspected was ‘Borage’, over-wintered on a double brood chamber.  Also, in 

the autumn I had placed two supers, containing uncapped stores, above the crown board (with a 

small feed hole so they could access the supers).  I picked this one first for two reasons.  It was a 

strong colony and I was sure there would be plenty of brood; they had a lot of their own stores plus 

a top-up with sugar syrup going into winter.  Would they have used all their stores and be short, or 

would they have some spare should other colonies need it?  More importantly, would they be  
 

Tales From An Out-Apiary 
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running out of laying space for the queen?  There was evidence of OSR coming into flower round-

about, and I wanted to swap the crown board for a queen excluder below the supers. 

 

So what did I find?  A strong healthy colony, with a little of their winter stores available and fresh 

nectar in the combs.  The first thing I spotted was a drone.  The queen was laying in both brood 

boxes, with drone brood between the top and bottom frames.  When I prised the frames apart to 

expose the drone brood, I found two varroa mites, one each in two of the sealed cells.  There were 

a total of 12 frames containing brood in all stages.  I quickly marked the queen (with this many 

bees, she may be hard to find next time) and swapped some frames between the brood boxes so 

that the oldest/poorest frames were in the top brood box.  I then placed a queen excluder between 

the two brood chambers (ensuring the queen was in the bottom one) and placed the two supers on 

top.  I will manage this hive using the ‘Hallgate Method’ again this season (see my article in the 

June 2016 newsletter for details of this).   

 

Two days later I checked ‘Cowslip’.  Once again, a strong healthy colony, the queen had been 

through the feed hole into an empty fondant container, and the wild comb within it contained 

brood as well as fresh stores (a bit messy to clear up).  There was some drone brood but no drones 

on the combs.  I went to mark the queen, but found my marking pen that worked two days ago had 

dried-up!  Luckily I can find unmarked queens, so I’ll do that job another day.  I added a super 

above a queen excluder. 

 

Another two days and I returned to the apiary (Thursday 30th).  Time was limited so which hive 

would I check next; ‘Sweet pea’ which had no evidence of the queen laying going into winter, or 

‘Buttercup’ which had been queenless and had been united with the small nuc from Cowdray Golf 

Club on 15th November.  Decisions!  ‘Sweet pea’ was the stronger colony and may be getting 

short on space; ‘Buttercup’ would need the old frames changing (I had new with me) and I needed 

to check if they had food; on lifting the roof, they still had some fondant above the feed hole and 

so I decided they could be left for today.  I inspected ‘Sweet pea’.  Once again a strong healthy 

colony, with evidence that they have found the OSR.  The queen was as laidback as ever, slowly 

walking across the comb; although she is marked I spotted her before I saw the blue spot. 

 

There’s just the fourth hive left to check.  I will do that on Sunday, 2nd April, when the weather is 

forecast to be a little warmer with a lighter wind.  I can take my time as I won’t have to dash off to 

work.  I may lift the crown boards on the other hives to see what is happening in the supers; I have 

spare supers ready in case of need. 

 

I’m not sure how much OSR has been sown within the foraging circle of the apiary, so I need to 

take a drive around and peek over a few hedges.  It’s good to know what forage your bees are 

likely to be finding; it helps you to plan and be prepared when visiting the apiary for future inspec-

tions. 

 

By the way, for any new beekeepers who are wondering how I know the bees are on OSR; they 

return to the hive with yellow crosses on their heads! 

 

Caroline 

 

 

Photo courtesy of Brighton & Lewes Beekeepers . 
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Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the May edition no later than the 24th April.  
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

 

Equipment For Sale At The Apiary 
 

As usual we will have supplies available for members at apiary meetings this year. Because we 

buy in bulk you will find that our prices are generally lower than from anywhere else, and with no 

carriage charges! This is a valuable service to members, but does take volunteer time so please 

read below about ordering.  All available at apiary meetings (subject to stock). 
 

How to order 
As meetings can be hectic please email orders in advance to Tom at 

stone.house@btinternet.com so that they can be ready for you.  If you leave it until the day you 

must be prepared to wait until there is a convenient time to collate your goods, which may not be 

until the end of the meeting, or if I am not carrying enough stock with me, you may have to wait 

until the next meeting! 
 

All prices are PER SINGLE ITEM unless stated otherwise and are correct at April 2017 for cur-

rent stocks. We reserve the right to vary prices if there are changes from suppliers. 

 
 

Frames  (unassembled)    all  60p 

DN1 for National and WBC brood chambers    

SN1 for National and WBC supers 

 

Frame nails  small bag (approx 80 grams)  £1.00 or      full box (500 grams) £5.00 

 

Foundation for the above 

Wired Brood   95p   (some available in drone base for culling/varroa control, or drone breeding) 

Wired Shallow  60p (please specify worker cell or drone cell)  

Un-wired  Shallow (for cut comb)  40p 

 

Spacers  (to suit National hives) 

Castellated spacers (metal) in 9, 10 or 11 slot  £2.00/pair  

Narrow plastic ends 10p (20p/pair) 

 

Sundries 

Hive tool  steel, yellow, British made   £8.50    

Hive strap orange, 3 metres  £4.00 

 

 

Payment can be made in cash (easiest for us), or by cheque. 

Please make cheques payable to WSBKA Wisborough Green Division. 


